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Secular Franciscan Herald 

The story behind the classic Christmas Carol  
"Silent Night" 

   In 1818, a roving band of actors was performing in towns 
throughout the Austrian Alps. On December 23 they arrived at 
Oberndorf, a village near Salzburg where they were to re-enact 
the story of Christ's birth in the small Church of St. Nicholas. 
Unfortunately, the St. Nicholas' church organ wasn't working and 
would not be repaired before Christmas. (Note: some versions of 
the story point to mice as the problem; others say rust was the 
culprit) Because the church organ was out of commission, the 
actors presented their Christmas drama in a private home. That 
Christmas presentation of the events in the first chapters of 
Matthew and Luke put assistant pastor Josef Mohr in a meditative 
mood. Instead of walking straight to his house that night, Mohr 
took a longer way home. The longer path took him up over a hill 
overlooking the village. 
   From that hilltop, Mohr looked down on the peaceful snow-
covered village. Reveling in majestic silence of the wintry night, 
Mohr gazed down at the Christmas-card like scene. His thoughts 
about the Christmas play he had just seen made him remember a 
poem he had written a couple of years before. That poem was 
about the night when angels announced the birth of the long-
awaited Messiah to shepherds on a hillside. 
   Mohr decided those words might make a good carol for his 
congregation the following evening at their Christmas eve service. 
The one problem was that he didn't have any music to which that 
poem could be sung. So, the next day Mohr went to see the 
church organist, Franz Xaver Gruber. Gruber only had a few 
hours to come up with a melody which could be sung with a 
guitar. However, by that evening, Gruber had managed to 
compose a musical setting for the poem. It no longer mattered to 
Mohr and Gruber that their church organ was inoperable. They 
now had a Christmas carol that could be sung without that organ. 
On Christmas Eve, the little Oberndorf congregation heard Gruber 
and Mohr sing their new composition to the accompaniment of 
Gruber's guitar. 
   Weeks later, well-known organ builder Karl Mauracher arrived 
in Oberndorf to fix the organ in St. Nicholas church. When 
Mauracher finished, he stepped back to let Gruber test the 
instrument. When Gruber sat down, his fingers began playing the 
simple melody he had written for Mohr's Christmas poem. Deeply 
impressed, Mauracher took copies of the music and words of 
"Silent Night" back to his own Alpine village, Kapfing. There, two 
well-known families of singers — the Rainers and the Strassers 
— heard it. Captivated by "Silent Night," both groups put the new 
song into their Christmas season repertoire. 
   The Strasser sisters spread the carol across northern Europe. 
In 1834, they performed "Silent Night" for King Frederick William 
IV of Prussia. He liked it so much that he ordered his cathedral 
choir to sing it every Christmas eve. 
Twenty years after "Silent Night" was written, the Rainers brought 
the song to the United States, singing it in German at New York 
City's Trinity Church. 
   In 1863, nearly fifty years after being first sung in German, 
"Silent Night" was translated into English by either Jane Campbell 
or John Young. Eight years later, that English version made its 
way into print in Charles Hutchins' Sunday School 
Hymnal. Today, the words of "Silent Night" are sung around the 
world in in more than 300 different languages. 
 

 

"Rejoice! Rejoice in this Advent season 
As we prepare in our hearts a place for Jesus’ rebirth. 

He is the Light, the Truth and the Hope beyond all 
reason.  So, let us reach out from our hearts to tell all the 

earth." ~ Fr. Brian Cavanaugh, TOR 
    St. Francis used . . . to say: "Let us begin, brothers, to 
serve the Lord God, for up until now we have done little 
or nothing. He did not consider that he had already 
attained his goal, but tireless in pursuit of holy newness, 
he constantly hoped to begin again." 
   The Life of Saint Francis by Thomas of Celano   
   Such is the meaning of celebrating Advent: Like St. 
Francis we, too, do not consider that we have already 
attained our goal, but tireless in pursuit of holy newness, 
we constantly hope to begin again.’" 
   Advent is the pursuit of this "holy newness." 
Loving Father help us remember the birth of Jesus, that 
we may share in the song of the angels, the gladness of 
the shepherds, and the worship of the wise men. 
"Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over 
the world. "Let kindness come with every gift and good 
desires with every greeting. "Deliver us from evil by the 
blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry 
with clear hearts. "May the Christmas morning make us 
happy to be your children, and the Christmas evening 
bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and 
forgiven, for Jesus’ sake. Amen!" ~ Robert Louis 
Stevenson 

Gift of Wonder Rev. Alfred McBride, O. Praem 

   "Each year, God asks us to shed one more coat of 
awareness, one more dream state and come alive to the 
vision of God’s plan for each of us and the world-at-large. 
   "The older we get, the harder this is to do. As children 
we had a sense of wonder. Our eyes were wide open and 
drinking in the fascinating gifts we beheld…Our thirsty 
souls could not have enough of the wonders of creation. 
   "Then, somehow, we grew too old to dream. We tired of 
the abundance of the world, or at least grew weary of 
keeping up with the feast of life, and stepped away from 
the banquet of life.  "The natural gift of wonder God gave 
us as children was meant to be kept alive.…Instead we let 
wonder go to sleep. We entered the typical dream state of 
most humans.  "Why else does Jesus tell us today, ‘Stay 
awake!’…Advent says, ‘Wake up and realize the gifts of 
love you have received.’   "…Psychology says, ‘Let go.’ 
Spirituality says, ‘Wake up.’ In both cases there is a 
withdrawal from the busyness of daily life (our dream 
state) and a waking up to the subconscious and spiritual 
depths of ourselves." 
   With the first week of Advent upon us, I decided to look 
for some things to think about while preparing for 
ourselves for Christmas.  I hope that you enjoyed the 
readings as much as I did.  Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.  Janice Rybaski, minister 
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Calendar of Events 

December 2020-Month of the Incarnation 
7th-profession anniversary-Pam Geyer & Kathy Hoffman 
Tax 
8TH-NO MEETING DUE TO HOLY DAY-IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
9th-Feast of St Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin, died 1548 
12th-Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
14th-Feast of St John of the Cross  
25th-The Nativity of the Lord 
26th-Feast of St Stephen, The First Martyr 
27th-Feast of The Holy Family  
28th-Feast of The Holy Innocents 
January 2021-Month of the Holy Name of Jesus and His 
Holy Childhood 
1st-Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 
6th-Epiphany 
10th-The Baptism of Jesus 
12th-tentative meeting 

Council Minutes November 10, 2020 
St Mary’s Church Basement 5:30 PM 

   Members present: Kathy Hoffman Tax, Charlotte 
VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt.  Via Zoom: Sister Mary 
Ann Capizzo and Sue Zenzen.  Excused: Jan Rybaski.   
   Kathy opened the meeting with prayers from The Ritual.  
Sister Mary Ann read from “Jesus Calling”, Focus on 
Jesus, Psalm 89:15-16, John 3:18-20, Psalm 21. 
   Minutes of the October meeting were reviewed and 
approved.   
Treasurer’s Report: 
Balance 11/10/2020   $1357.13 
Common Fund  $  160.00 
India Family   $      8.00 
Tent    $  100.00 
Ending Balance  $1625.13 
   Closing prayers from the Ritual at 5:55 PM. 
Gathering at 6:00 PM.  Members present: Kathy Hoffman 
Tax, Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt. Via Zoom: 
Sister Mary Ann Capizzo and Sue Zenzen.  Excused: Rita 
Vosen, Patty Commerford, Karen Gross, Jan Rybaski.  
Absent: David Czech.  Kathy led opening prayers from 
The Ritual.  Sister Mary Ann read an introduction to the 
latest encyclical from Pope Francis, “Fratelli Tutti” or 
Fraternity and Friendship.  Sister Mary Ann announced 
the upcoming retreat, Advent Day of Reflection: “Engaging 
Franciscan Wisdom” on Saturday, December 5, 9:30AM-
3:30PM, presented by Sister Elise Saggau. 
   Any prayer requests for our praying Sister Maurita may 
be sent via email to mbernita@fslf.org 
We will not be meeting on December 8th due to it 
being the Holy Day, Immaculate Conception.  We will 
also be eliminating the cookie donations this year.    
   The next meeting date will be on Tuesday, January 12, 
2021, with the council meeting at 5:30 PM and the 
gathering at 6:00 PM.  Closed with prayers from The 
Ritual at 6:50 PM. 

Janet Berendt, ofs secretary 

A free Zoom app may be downloaded and is available for 
those who are not able to attend in person.   Go to 
www.zoom.us.  In the upper right-hand corner, click on 
the Sign up, it’s free button.  Select the sign up with an 
email address option, enter your email address and wait 
for the confirmation email to arrive.  Check your inbox 
and open the Zoom-authentication email, click the blue 
Activate Account button and enter the required 
information.  Click the orange Continue button and check 
your inbox for an email confirming your account is now 
active. 
If you choose to use Zoom for the next meeting, please 
let me know so I can add your email address to the list 
and admit you to the meeting.  
 

St. Juan Diego 
   Little is known about the life of Juan Diego before his 
conversion, but tradition and archaeological and iconographical 
sources, along with the most important and oldest indigenous 
document on the event of Guadalupe, "El Nican Mopohua" (written 
in Náhuatl with Latin characters, 1556, by the Indigenous writer 
Antonio Valeriano), give some information on the life of the saint 
and the apparitions. Juan Diego was born in 1474 with the name 
"Cuauhtlatoatzin" ("the talking eagle") in Cuautlitlán, today part of 
Mexico City, Mexico. He was a gifted member of the Chichimeca 
people, one of the more culturally advanced groups living in the 
Anáhuac Valley. 
   When he was 50 years old, he was baptized by a Franciscan 
priest, Fr. Peter da Gand, one of the first Franciscan missionaries. 
On December 9, 1531, when Juan Diego was on his way to 
morning Mass, the Blessed Mother appeared to him on Tepeyac 
Hill, the outskirts of what is now Mexico City. She asked him to go 
to the Bishop and to request in her name that a shrine be built at 
Tepeyac, where she promised to pour out her grace upon those 
who invoked her. The Bishop, who did not believe Juan Diego, 
asked for a sign to prove that the apparition was true. On 
December 12, Juan Diego returned to Tepeyac. Here, the Blessed 
Mother told him to climb the hill and to pick the flowers that he 
would find in bloom. He obeyed, and although it was wintertime, 
he found roses blooming. He gathered the flowers and took them 
to Our Lady who carefully placed them in his mantle and told him 
to take them to the Bishop as "proof". When he opened his 
mantle, the flowers fell on the ground and there remained 
impressed, in place of the flowers, an image of the Blessed 
Mother, the apparition at Tepeyac. 
   With the Bishop's permission, Juan Diego lived the rest of his life 
as a hermit in a small hut near the chapel where the miraculous 
image was placed for veneration. Here he cared for the church 
and the first pilgrims who came to pray to the Mother of Jesus. 
Much deeper than the exterior grace of having been chosen as 
Our Lady's messenger, Juan Diego received the grace of interior 
enlightenment and from that moment, he began a life dedicated to 
prayer and the practice of virtue and boundless love of God and 
neighbor. He died in 1548 and was buried in the first chapel 
dedicated to the Virgin of Guadalupe. He was beatified on May 6, 
1990 by Pope John Paul II in the Basilica of Santa Maria di 
Guadalupe, Mexico City. 
   The miraculous image, which is preserved in the Basilica of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, shows a woman with native features and 
dress. She is supported by an angel whose wings are reminiscent 
of one of the major gods of the traditional religion of that area. The 
moon is beneath her feet and her blue mantle is covered with gold 
stars. The black girdle about her waist signifies that she is 
pregnant. Thus, the image graphically depicts the fact that Christ 
is to be "born" again among the peoples of the New World, and is 
a message as relevant to the "New World" today as it was during 
the lifetime of Juan Diego 
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